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'FOREWORD

A major function of Florida's public community colleges is,fo provide -
curricula comparable to those found in the lower divisions of institutions
in the university system. Consequently, the community.colleges and the.
Diviston of Community Colleges are concerned\about the academic progress -of
those students transferring to the state universities. ' )

The Articulation Agreement (1871) between the Division ofﬁCommunity
Colleges and the Division of Universities provides for the enceuragement of
resedarch conducted eooperatieely by these ewo divisions. The following
report is the result of such a research project aesigned to provide informa=
tion on the progress of transfer studeqts. ‘This study would not have been

possible without the full support and cooperationof the Board of Regents“

and the nine universiities in the State University System.

©

b o Cree i




ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS }
S .

t
;b'x k\» This stugy was 'conducted by the Florida Coﬁmunity/dunior College Iﬁter-
A Institutional Research Council, dnstitute of Higher Education, University of
Florida, un@er contract with the Division of Community Colleges, State Depart-
‘ment bf-Educafion. The Director of the Division of €Community Colleges and .
~ his staff provided assistance in developing the format ;or %fesenfation of
these déta, in interpreting rgsu]ts, and in.the preparation of this réport.
) Dr. A. A. Abraham, Director of TesE Service Bureau, Florida A & I

University (FAMU), wrote an&)prqvided the section in this report on transfer

students at FAMU._

.

The Division of Universities of the Florida State Board of Education
permitted access ﬁg its Student Data Course File, the primary data squrCe.'

Also, thanks are due each‘unjversity participating in the study for providing'

)

copies of its students' grade files.

i

Dr. John M. Nickens
Associate Director, IRC !

\/ Dr. James L. Wattenbarger
Director, IHE S




. TABLE OF CONTENTS

" FOREWORD . . . . ... ..
- ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS « ¢ - « v v v v v v v v v v va e v w ol
LIST OF TABLES . . .- . . - Ce e e T S
INTRODUCTION ™.+ o o o oo e e e e e . e
METHOD « . o o oo 2 e e . e e -

GENERAL DESCRIPTIONS OF STUDENT,CHARACTERISTICS. I

ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE OF COMMUNITY COLLEGE TRANSFER STUDENTS. . .

FLORIDA TWELFTH GRADE TEST SCORES AND ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE

OF TRANSFER STUDENTS . . . ¢« ¢« ¢« ¢ v v v o o o e v e e e
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS. e e v e e e e e ;A. ..

APPENDIX A: TRANSFER STUDENTS;AT FLORIDA A & M UNIVERSITY . . . .

APPENDIX B: *ACADEMIC SUECESS OF STUDENTS OF COMMUNITY

COLLEGE ORIGIN IN POST-BACCALAUREATE STUDIES . . . . . . o e e e

’

34
37
41

51




10

N

12

14

A-1

LIST OF TABLES

]

Classification of Fall 1971 and Fall 1973 Trahsfer
Students by Sex and Senior Institution

C]assificatiop of Transfer Students by Race and
Senigr Institution

Classification of Transfer Students by Age and
Senior Institu&?on o . .
Classification of Transfer Students\by Year of Entry
and Senior Institution

Classification of Traﬁs?er Students by Quarter Hours
of Credit Transfeired and University

Classification of Transfer Students by Total Quarter
Hours of Credit and University :

C]assiéication df Transfer Students by Class étatus
and University

) —d _
Classification of Community Collegé Transfer Students
by County and University

Classification of Transfer Students by 6bmmunity College

and University o

Classification of Transfer Sfudents by Grade-Point
Average and University )

Cbmparison of Grade Point Average Attained in

Universities of Students Transferring Prior to Earning

90 Quarter Hours and Students Transferring After
Earning 90 Quarter Hours or More

Mean Grade Point Averages (GPA) Attained in Universities

by Community College Transfer Students by Community
College of Origin and quversity of Attendance

\
Numbers and Achievement of Community College Transfer
Students by Major and.University

Mean GPA and Mean FTGT Score of Transfer Students by
University of Attendance

Distribution of FAMU's State 1973-74 AA Transfers,
Based on Junior College Origin anﬁ Sex '

N

n

12

14

15

18

23

24

26

29

35

44




B-1

B-2

B-4

5y " LIST OF TABLES (Continued)

C :

4

Distribution of FAMU's State 1973-74 AA Transfe#s,
Based on Sex and GPA .

Distribution of FAMU's State 1973-74 AA Transfers,
Based on Grade=Point Averages and Hours Earned at FAMU

D1stri ution of FAMU's State 1973-74 AA Transfers.
Based On Junior College Origin and GPA ‘

Classification’'of Post-Baccalaureate Students of
Community College Origin by Sex and Senior Institution

Classification of Post- Bacca]aureate Students of
Community College Origin by Grade—Point Average and,
Senior Institution

Classification of Post-Baccalaureate Students of
Community College Origin by Community College of
Origin and Senior Institution \

Number of Post-Baccalaureate Students of Community

Co]]ege Origin Enrolled in SUS *
~

xi

PAGE

45

55




\

£l

j(/\ - | INTRODUCTION . \

In 1973, the Florida State Department of Educatjon published Articu- -

&

Jation 1973. ‘This was a report o% a ‘comprehensive study of students en-

-rolled in the universities of the Florida State Unfversity System who had

attended Fiorida communityfcolleges previously. This study, conducted by

_the Florida Commynity/Junior College Inter-Institutional Research Council
-(IRQ) under contrgct through the Division of Community Colleges providedh

(a) a general description of transfer student charactbristics such
\ A
as age, sex, major and raceg

. ,(b) a determinatﬁon-of the re]ationship of test scores and academic
7 performance of transfer students, '
(c) analyses of academic perﬁormance of community college transfer
students by maj0r and community college of origin,
(d) information on retention of transfer students in each of the

\

universities, and
) E
(e) numbers of transfer students in post-baccalaureate programs and
their academic success. h

The data base for the 1573 study'included Florida community college

\transfer students enrolled in each university of the State University S&stem

(except FAMU) during the Fall- of 1971.
The Division of Community Colleges contracted with. the Institute of

‘

Higher Education, University of Florida, to conduct this study which is similar

| to Articulation 1973 but which uses community college transfer students en-

rolled in the State University System duringufall 1973 as the data base. Also,

computer software necessary to produce the tables presented in this study was

(9‘
. 8
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inciuded,as a part of this contract to facilitate future feedbatk of thgsé .
data to Florida Community Colleges. .
At the time of this study,‘éi;rida Agffcu]tura1-and Mechanical University
(FAMU) had not developed its computérﬁzed reporting sxstem‘to the Board of
Regents and could not provide data on the same basis as the other universisites
_1n Florida. Thefefore, a separate section, prepared by Dr. A A.‘Abraham of.

FAMU, is inc]udéd as an appendix to this réport.

M%THOD‘
) / . :
The Florida State Department of Education, Division of Universities, has
recently implemented a manageﬁent information sysfem which includes a "Student
Data Cotrse File"p a machine-processable data base built from reports submi tted
by the universities via magnetic tape.' This data base provided tﬁe source for
most of fhe data studied and presented in this report. However, this data

base did not have grade point averages (GPA) for students.. Thus it was

»

.necessary to secure 5 yrade tape from each university and add gradé point'
averages by\matching social security numbers on the tapes with social security
‘-numbers of students in the Studeni Data Cobrse File. This was accomp{ished
by psing the Mafk IV Systems. | .
' After the file was Cbmp]ete, the Statistical Package for the Social
Sciences (SPSS) progfams werd :;ed to perform the data analyses. The list-
iéé of these programs as well as examples of output are available in the
" Division of Community Colleges for additdonal information. |

'-g The Division of Universities Student Data Course File was developed as

a pa(F of its“managekent information system. Thus the use of these data
e * [




as a source of feedback to community colleges is an extensiaﬁ of use for
. which the data were intended. The large number of cases with missing values ‘i
in one or more eléments may not be a problem when the data are used for the

- original purpose. However, a reduction in missinq values will enhance the

- ~ uséfulness of the data as a feedback source to the community colleges. Speei-»
- fically. some of the unpiversities lose community co]lege of origin codes frgEL d
their data systems as students drop out and are readmitted.. Further, when

| studen;s‘change from gpdé?@Fadhate status to graduate status some universﬁties.ﬁ '\
oo ' fail to keep this data element.. Thus, a Preakout of data of students of | ‘
" community college origin will not include these studenfs. The percent of .-
missing codes for undergraduate students is thought to be very small, 'but fgr
graduate students the percent of m1ssing codes was SO large that no meaningful
system-wide inferences concerning graduate students with community college

experience could be made, For this reason a section of this report.."Academic |

‘Success of Students of Community College Origin in Post Bacca1aureate ‘Studies",

has been included in Appendix B as evidence of needed effort to make the data

moré useful for feedback purposes.
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GENERAL DESCRIPTIONS OF STUDENT CHAQACTERIS}ICS ; t

In the Fall of 1973, there were 26'742 undergraduate and graduate trans-

. fer students from FTorida’ s;community co]ieges enrolled in the State University
System (SUS).- This is a 36% increase over ‘the Fall 1971 enrollment, It
shou]d,be noted that two universities have opened since the 1971 study.

‘Table 1 shows the numbers of students by sex from Florida community
co]]eges enrolled in eight universities . It can be observed from this table
that The University of Florida (UF) had the highest percentage (22%) of the
total community college transfer population The University of South Florida
(USF) had the second highest percentage (18%), and The Florida State University
(FSU) had the third highest with 17%. Florida At]antic University (FAU) and
FIorida Internat10na1 University (FIV) each had 10%. Florida Technological
University (FTU) and The University of West Florida (UWF) had 9% each, and The
University of North Florida (UNF) had 5%. '

I
Female community college transfer students in the SUS comprised 39% of

i
N

. the total. The comparable percentage in 1971 was 36. When viewed by university,
UF had ®dhe smallest percentage of; its transfer students female (35%), an
increase of 2% since 1971. FSU had the largest percentage (45%) of Female
transfer students, an increase of 3% over 1971 figures. Other universities
a]so,had increases in the percentage of females with FTU having the greatest s
“increase (31% to 38%). .
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Table 2 shows theiﬁhmb!r\of.transfer students by race at each of the
eight universities. Black students accounted for 4.6% of the total community
‘.college transfer population and 2.4% of the total ‘were classified as Spanish

. The . numbers of Indian and Or1enta1 transfer students were 29 ( 1%) and 73 (. 3%),

respect1ve1y . )

g FSU had the largest number b;(b1ack transfer students (246) of the eight
universities, but of its total transfer students this was a lower percentage
(5.4%) than that of FIU and UNF (6.6% each).

' Srnce the racial gsta for the 1971 study were not re11ab1e, these data
were not compared to the 1973 data.

Table 3 .shows the numbers of community college transfer students by age

and ugiversity. It can be observed that the modal age is 21 for the SUS as a
whole, as we]] as for each university. The median age is between 21 and 22,
the same as it was in 1971. It can also be observed that there continued to
.be a large'number of commun1ty callege transfer students considerable older
than the mode. ‘ ‘
The mean age of a]l‘commnnity college transfer students nas 25 years
and except for the UF and FSU there was little variance among nniversities.
UF‘and FSU had mean ages of 23 and éz years, respectively.

Taljle 4 shows the year of first entry to each university of its enrolled
}Mcommunj y colTege transfer students. ‘ ‘ |
t can be observed that numerous students first enrolled several years -
”nprior to Fall 1973. This enro]iment pattern, particularly apparent at UF and
USF,:h s been‘noted in community colleges. Perhaps, as in community colleges,
many of these students work while attending col]egé\thgs prolonging their

attendance.

14
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Numbers of students by qharter hours transferred to each university
are shown in Table 5. The maJority of community college transfer students
who entered the SUS brought between 90 and 104 quarter hours of acceptable
credit. This suggests that most have completed their associate degree and
thus meets the conditions for transferring under_the state's articulation
plan. | - | ‘

The large numbers of\uhc]assified students in some of_the universities
ma& be*due to the fai]ure of the universities to evaluate these students'

. credits by the time 0f reporting these data to the SUS.

In 1971, 80% of FTU's comnunity.college transfer students had less than
90_credits accepted from the comnunity college. It was suggested that this
large bercentage resulted from. the institution's opening with a lower divi-
sion»in 1971, which attracted community college students in the area prior
to the normal transfer level of 90 credits. This suggestion could not be
verified by 1973 data since the majority of FTU's transfer students were un-
classified due to missing data. i > ,

Table 6 shows the totals of numbers of quarter .hours of accepted commu-
nity co]]ege ‘credits and credits earned in the universities. It was, of in-
terest to note from this table the number of transfer students who amassed
credits in excess of the minimum required fqr the bdaccalaureate degree.
Approximately 180 credit hours are usua11; required for graduation from the
universities depending on whether physical education credits are- eounted

The SUS had a decrease in the percentage of community co]]ege transfer stLdents

=;;:> exceeding the usual graduation'requiremeht from 13% in 197i to 10% in 1973.

o
{

10
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Table 7 shows the student class standing assigned‘the community co]]ege

transfer students by the universities on completion of the Fall 1973 term.
\ While the freshman, sophomore, junior, and senior categories reflect fqir{y

accurate'data. the other capegories dre less complete due to loss of data
by Qnﬁversities when students drop out and are yeadmitted. USF and UNF
were the only universities where the numbers of transfer. students with
graduate étatus in the student class field were consistant with that
reported in the beginning and advanced graduate field (see Table B-1).

The number of juniors of community college origin in SUS increased
from 8,527 in 1971 to 11,723 in 1973, while the number of seniors
declined from 8,384 in 1971 to 8,052 in 1973.

- Table 8 indicates fhe counties of origin of community college trans-
fer students for.each university.. The tendency noted in 1971 for transfer
studenf§’from communit} colleges.to enroll in senior<institutions located
nearest their homes continued in 1973. This can be obseéve&fin these
data by‘totaling the number of community coTlegeltransfers attending the
university located nearest to their county and comparing it to the
number attending other universities in the state system.' For example,

75% of the SUS transfer population from Alachua; Bradford, Union,
Gilchrist, Dixie, Levy, Marion, Putnam, Clay, Sumter, and Lake counties
attended UF. Approximately 60% of the total SUS community'college
transfer population from Hillsborough, Pinellas, Manatee, Sarasota, Hardee,
Po]k; and Citrus cohntiés were enrolled in USF. Eighty percent of the
SUS transfer population from Escambia, Santa Rosa; and Okaloosa counties

' .were enrolled at UWF. Again, 74% of SUS transfeﬁ‘popu]ation from Leon;

Wakulla, Jefferson, Madison, Taylor, Hamilton, Suwannee, Lafayette, Liberty,

v

N 20 \
. 13
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" other hand, Florida Keys Community College (FKCC), Lake City Community

- N

Calhoun, Jackson, and(ﬁadsden counties attendedrFSU. fThe-trend'&ﬁso held

for FAU, where 52% of fhe SUS trgnsfer population from Palm Beach.‘Maftinr
St. Lucie, Indian Rivgf, Browérd, Okeechobee, Henry and Co111ér—counties,,

@
were enrolled. FTU was selected by 48% of the SUS -transfer population of

Brevard, Orange, Seminole, Osceola, Polk, Lake, and Volusia counties.

Sixty-one percent of the SUS transfer population from Duval, Nassau, Clay,

-

St. Johns, and Baker counties enrolled at UNF.  The lowest‘peréentage'
was chseer at FIU where only 38% of the SUS total community college

transfer population was from Dade and Broward counties. Nearly 50%

" of the total SUS transfer population of Dade County selected a universfty

\ /

outside of their county.

Tabie 9 shows the number of transfer students by community college

of origin for each university. From the table, i£ can be determined tha

each university of the $US tends to attraqt more students from ndarby
commuqity‘colleges than from others. !

Of the 27 community colleges represented in the data, 17 had transf
students in all of the 8 universities. However, the numbers of s
varied considerably with the nearer}nﬁversit1es receiving the/larger
proportions. For example, Hillsborough Community College (H{C) had 978
of their 1,041 enrolled transfer students (94%) enrolled at U n the

©

College (LCCC), and Edison Communi}y College (ECC) transfer students
were so widely Qispersed’that no definite preference pattern was obvious.
Thus a prominent factor in choosing a university is the proximity of the
university s : ;

The largest:percentage of UF's transfer students were from Miami-Dade
Community éol1ege (MDCC) and Santa Fe Community College (SFCC). ‘FSU's ‘*\\
| 24
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! 1qrgeSt percentdge came from,Miami-Dade'Cpmmunity College (MDCC) and
Ta]lahassee Cmnmdnity Co]lege (TCC). USF drew its largest ‘percentage

from St. Petersburg Jun1or Co]Tege (SPJC) Browafd Community College kBRO cc), -
MDCC, and Palm’ BEach Jun1or Co]]ege (PBJC) compr1sed the largest percedtages
of the transfer stﬁgents at FAU. FTU drew most of\‘ts\;ﬁansfer.students
from four community cel]eges - - Brevard Commun1ty College (BRE cc), Daytona
Beach Communxty College (DBCC), Sem1no]e Jun1or College (SJC), and Va]enc1a
Cpmmup1ty Co}]ege (VCt). At UWF, 54% of the community college transfer
students came ﬁrom Pensacola Juni6t Co]iege (?JC) ' The largest source of

- transfer “students at any ome un1vers1ty was the FIU's 92.6% rece1ved from
MDCC. At UNF, 83 4% of the transfer students were from Florida Jun1or
College (FJC). These pereeftiges tended to be high when both the university

. : B
and the community college were in the same “county. ' " C ~L




N Table 1 indicat

-
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ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE OF COMMUNITY COLLEGE TRANSFER STUDENTS

Tab]e 10 shows the Fa]l 1973 cumu]at1ve grade po1nt averages
atta1ned by students who transferred from communi ty. co]]eges to the
state universities. At al] ?1or1da un1versit1es, 5tudents who ma1nta1n
a2.00 of h1gher grade po1nt average are con51aered to be in good academ1c
standing. In 1971, 84% of the transfer students of connmn1ty co]]ege origin

,had grade point averages of 2.00 or hjgher. In 1973, there was an increase

averages.

The percentage of students who had 1ess than a 2 00 average varied

across un1versfhtes. UF had the highest percentage (19 6%) of such students.

FTU ranked second with 15, 8%, FSU th1rd with 13.8%, and UNF a close fourth
with 13.1%. USF and FAU)had 11 and 9. 9 percent respect1ve1y. UWF had -

" the lowest percentageé£4 .9%) of any of these un1vers1t1es. g .

university grade point. averages atta1ned by
students transferring prior to earning 90 quarter hours (pr1orvgroup),and .

students transferring after earning 90 quarter hours: or more. (after group).
. o s )
These figures are of particular interest since students who transfer e
: o ! X A " g

'prior to earning QQ(guarter hours, typically-are Tequired to have a score

of 300 or”higher on the Florida Twelfth Grade Placement Test while Students

reathing junior staﬁding or attaining the A.A. degree may be admitted with:

. out reference to their F]or1da Twelfth Grade Jest scores. S
In the case of the SUS, the mean grade point averages (GPA) ‘attained

by the pr1or group and after group were very similar (2 69 and 2.79, respec-

tively). Th1s may be surpr1s1ng in view of the add1t1ona1 screen1ng of

students who’ transfer prior to earning 90 quarter hour credits.

ke | 28
' | 2, -

~in this/group;as'BG% of,the'transfer students had 2.00 or higher~grade point

~

ped




There was very little variance in these comﬁarisohs in the SUS hmOng

community colleges of origin. Aﬂsd, chmpari%onslof theSe GPA;s showed little .

. variancé amoné uniVersifies. A
L/ Table 12 shows means of GPA's of'community co]]eg% thansfer students

» ~ by community college of or1gin and by univers1ty In viewing these data,

one should bear 1n;m1nd ‘tHat numerous variables relate to the achlevement

of transfe students in the university other than the1r lower d1v1s1on prer
para ion. These var1ab1es include such th1ngs‘as whether students have
ch sgn a major.appropriate. to their interests and ab111t1es, the extant of '
P screening and counseling. that has taken place, in the commun1ty col]ege of . n“%l

origin, and the extent to which s{udents have completed lower d1v1sion pre-
requ1s1te/requ1rements. Therefore, it is not appropriate to infer that one
'COmmynity‘collége‘is doing a better}Job than others in preparing ;students

for theIUpper division simply because students from that community college ° -

—

maintained a higher grade point average than students from other communityh
colleges. o | '

Tab]e.13 ;howﬁ the number of Florida community college transfer students
by major (HEG{S program) at each of the universities, and for each'major the
tah]e{shows the percéntage'of students who have less than a 2.00 grade point
average, the percentage who have a 2.00 grade pecint average or higher, and‘}he
- .‘mean graz;‘pdint/average.

%hese data are presented for seven of the universities. Not included
:are FlU.data as it does not compute GPA and FAMU as these are includéd'in
‘Appendix A because of fdrmat-&ifferences.\ .
AU d ’

The University of Florida

Of the total 5,844 community college transfer students enrolled at UF
duringzthe Fall term, 1973, UF reported majors for'5,182. ;Although transfer

[l

Q i 29 ' ,. )
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students were enrolled in all but foqr majors (HEGIS betegories), 60% of the
students were enrolled in;Education (784), Soc1a1 Science (576), Eng}ﬁeeriné
(460), Communications (394). Architecture (394), and Hea]th Professions (392).
The h1ghest mean .GPA among the’ majors was 3 08 for L1brary Science.
Computer Sc1ence had the h1ghest percentage of transfer students with GPA'
Tess than 2.00 (49.7%) fo]]oweq by Business.(29.2%). and Agriculture (28.0%).

The overall mean GPA was 2.56.

Théaﬁlorida State University

Of the tota1 4,541 connmn1ty college transfer students enro]]ed at FSU

, .during the Fall 1973 term, FSU reported majors for 3,758.

In 1973, there were_4.541 community college transfer students enrolled -

at FsU. Fifty-three percent of these students with reported majors were in

- féur HEGIS eategories (majors) - - Business (732), Education (1,974), Public -

Affairs (361), and Social Science (334).

With the exception of Law (a possible error in reporting) all the majors
haa orer 80% of the transfer studen@s attaining 2.00 or higher GPA's. Further,
" im 9 majors, 90% of the transfer %teden ttained 2.00.aVerage$ or higher.
Ohe major, Foreign Language, had 100% of the transfer students attaining
2.00 or higher GPA's. The overall mean GPA was 2.73. ‘

The University of South Florida

0f the 4,904 students of community college origin at USF, 3,484 had majors

indicated in reported data. Of these 3,484 students, 70% were reporfed in
" five majors - - Business (731), Education (909), Biological Studies (229),
Engineering (273), and Social Science (518).

34
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= Biolégical Studies was”thé only major at USF in which moréﬁthan 16%
£ oof the transfer students enro]]ed failed to attain a grade point average a .
:; of 2.00 or higher This maJor had 28.4% or 229 students with such an average.

i The mean grade point average o? all transfer students at USF. was: 2.79. . T

" The University of West.Florida

" The University of Nest Florida is an upper division university. and the
community junior co]iegs transfer enro]]ment of 2,509 comprises a]most all of{
the univer ity population. - | - .

Of these 2,509 transfer students, UWF failed to report majors for on1y
52. _

As can be observed from Table 13,. majors chosen by 59% of these students'~ o
were Education (665), Business (579), and Social Sciences (247). Three other
majors enro11ed more than 100 students. . .

Mean GPA s of 3.00 or higher were achieved in 10 of , 16 majors and four

| other majors had mean GPA's ¢f 2.90 or higher. Thus, 15 of the 16 majors
offered at UWF had GPA's of 2.90 or higher, Further, the lowest mean GPA was
a very high 2.82 in Communications. '

The major with ‘the highest percentage of students with less than a 2.00
MGPA vas Engineeripg, but this was only 10%. Education and Business, with
very large enrollments, also had very low percentages of transfer students
With GPA's of less than 2.00 (6.8% and 3.2%, respectively).

The mean GPA for‘all majors'at UWF was 3.03. This was the highest mean ,}

" GPA of all the universities.
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. Florida Technological University

. 0f the 2.036'tranefer students enrolled 65 FTU, majors were.reported for
2,034, Of these 2,034 students, 59%\were fouqd in two majors - - B?siness (510)
and Education (508). Only three other majors enrolled more than 100 students
each: Engineering, bub]ic Affairs, and SociaT Sciences,

The hiézest GPA's were attained in Foreign Languages and Library Science’
(3.47 and 3.02, respectively). The lowest mean GPA was 2.22 in B1o]ogica1
Science. Eight majors had mean GPA's of 2.50 or higher.

In each of eight majors 75% or more of the transfer students athieved
a GPA of 2.00 or higher. Five programs had over 90% of their transfer students'
earning 2.00 or higher GPA's: The highest percentage of students earning
less than 2.00 GPA's was 32.9% in Biological Studies. The mean grade point

average for all FTU's community college transfer students was 2.61.

Florida Atlantic University

Data on majors are presented for 2,777 of this upper division university’s

tal of 2,781 transfer students.

Business and Education were the selected majors of 55% of thé transfer
students. In addition, seven other majors were selected by more than 100
students each, with Social Science accounting for 248 students. ///

Thé'highest GPA's were recorded in three majors - - Education (3.09).

Letters (3.01) and Mathematics (3.50) - - the lowest GPA being 2.56 in Engineering.

Ten of the majors had 75% or more of their transfer students earning 2.00
or greater. Three majors had 90% or more transfer students with GPA's of 2.00
or higher. Only two majors, Engineering and Physical Science, had as many as

24% of their students earning less than 2.00 GPA's.
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The University of Ndrth Florida
R ‘ ~ This upper division institution, which opened its doors in 1972, enrolled

> . . © oy

fewer trﬁnsfer students than any of the SUS universities (except FAMU). Of
_ 1,468 transfer students, majors were raported for all but 84, .=
‘The @ndors of Business, Education, and Social Sciences were most popular -
(76%). Of the other majors, only Psychology enrolled over 100 students.
2 _* The ‘mean GPA for UNF was 2.69.. TNO-maJofs reported mean GPA's pf over
" 2.90. The Towest mean GPA was 2.33 in Mathamatics, the only GPA of less: than

2 . 50. \ ;"( . .
A1l majors had at least 75% of the students earning GPA'g of 2.00 or

higher. Four majors had better than 90X of the transfer students earning
GPA's of 2.00 or better. - . _ -

B
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FLORIDA TNELFTH GRADE TEST SCORES
- AND

- - ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE OF TRANSFER STUDENTS o o

. s

&

Table 14 shows a comparison of GPA means and the Flordda'Twelfth Grade’
fest seore.(FTGT) means of transfer students from'Florida community éolleges._
Also shown in the table are correldzions between‘GRA's and FTGT;s for each
university. ' e ) . j

From the table, it can, be observed that 2,149 students at the UF had )

their FTGT scores-reported The GPA mean was 2.51 and the FTGT mean was 353
’The Pearson correlation between GPA and FTGT scores, a1though sma11 was - the 4
h1ghest of the seven un1vers1t1es (0. 295) The ‘UF. FTGT mean a1so was the h1gh-f
est-of thel'8 un1vers1t1es wh11e the UF GPA ranked abo&t the m1dd1e

FSU ziansfer students had a higher GPA mean (2 67) than UF but a lower
FTGT mean £332). The Pearson correlation was only 0.268, but it was the
second highest.

At GSF,_the GPA mean nas 2.26, which was the lowest among the universities.
The Pearson correlation; which was 0.157, was lower thanfive of the other
institutjons. \ |

FAU had 518 transfer students report1ng FTGT scores w1th a mean of 334.

The transfer students' GPA was 2,87, the second h1ghest reported. .The Pearson

correlation was the lowest among the univers{ties'and was 0.118.

FTU's GPA mean was 2.53 and the FTGT mean was 333. The Pearson correla-

. t1on between the two was 0.184.

:UWF had the h1gh t mean GPA of 2.98. The FTGT mean was 338- which was

the second high The Pearson correlation was 0,202, ‘which ranked near the
middle of the un1Versities' correlations.

FIU does not compute'GPA's so the correlation\could not' be computed. * -

41
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'MEAN GRA AND MEAN' FTGT SCORE OF TRANSFER STUDENTS BY UNIVERSITY OF ATTENDANCE -

~ w
g CUF FsSU USF FAUJ{//’FT .\ UWF . FIU UNF  SUS
o~ l J : - Bl
. Number - e : : ~
of Cases 2149 1823 ”{‘3]' . 518 - 437 . 1661 550 283 7852
GPA _ = oo T N
Mean 2.51 2.67 2.26 2.87 2.53 &2;98. * 2.48 2. 57%%
. / ‘ '.
Standard v " - L
Deviation 0.82 0.83 1.21 1.48  0.82 1.01 % 0.89  0.97%x ,
FTGT . ‘ ~~
Mean 353 332 327 \.33% 333 338 .289 313 334
Star;dard : ' . ’
Deviation 91 95 98 97 95 101 112 . 9] 96 *
| ﬁeétson ) )
Correlation .295 - .268 .157 .118 .184 ,202 [ * 263,  .232%*
¢ -
*FIU does not. compute GPA.
**wei1ghted
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However, the FTGT'mean’for.their 550 students was 289, the lowest FTGT mean

of the univérsities. \ _ .’

UNF had the fewest students with FTGT scores. The FTGT mean was 313

"and the GPA mean was 2.98; The Pearson correlation was 0.263 which was the
third highest of the universities.

These data confirm previous research results reported in Articulation

ﬁ\u. 1973 in finJing Tow correlations bg;reen univérsity GPA's ahd FTGT scores of

. community college transfer students
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CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
An examination of. enrollment pattern§ of community college trqn;fer
students reveals a tendency for transfer students to choose the university
nearest their communify college. or home county. Exceptions to this

4 .
tendency are community college tragsfer students who have no university,

within commuting distance of their home counties. The reason for this .

- tendency might be that many students who complete the AA degree are often ¢

able to continue their education at a university only when the university

is in'close q:oximity»to their’homes. Further, the data suggest that

m&ﬁy of these students may be working while attending the university.

This is‘evidehced by the higﬁ mean agenof community cd]]ege transfer students
in universities that serve metrdpo]itan:areas. Also, the pattefn of
maéricuiation dates for many ofnthese students suggests that attendance

has not beén continuous in the university. Ways of extending universiéy
opportunities will need careful cbnsideration. o

Enrollment patterns in the various majors offered in the universities
indigate that community ccllege transfer‘stuaénts tend to choose Education
or Business far more often than any'other major in each university with the
exception of the University of Florida where Social Science enrolled a few
more trénsfer students than did Business.

‘ With the exceptibn of FAMU,‘the iargest percentage of black students
of community college origin ip any of the universities was 6.6. The lowest
percentage was 2.8. Tﬁe'range in terms of numbers was 75 to 246.

This variation in .the percentage ‘of black.student§ across universitiés
indicates that some universities mav have been mare :uccessful than others in
attracting black students. A special study that would explain this

T 44
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may be of considerable value to ‘some of the universities. The study

" should take 1nto account variables such as major, g ography, and traditional

3

attendance patterns.
‘Data on the" enrollment of}commnnity college transfer students by sex -
indicate that the pencentage of female students in attendance has increased

since-197]. However, the percentagk of female transfer students in the

~university system during Fall 1973 was still only 39.2. This, taken with

the\trend toward an incteased,pencentage of female students implies that
femaie citizens sho e atteneing the State University System in fat

Zii;bthe-past The universities may want to take this
1nto account in p]anning for future enro]]ment.

}Community college transfer, students tend to be successful in most
majors in all the universities;,‘H0wever, there are some majors where the
percentage of students who fail to attain GPA's of 2:00 or higher are
exceesive compared to most majors. Specifically, at the end of the Fall
1973 term the following had more than 25% of their transfer students with
less than 2.00 averages: Computer Science, Business, and Agnicuiturevat
UF; Bioiogica] Studies at USF; and Biological Studies, Engineering,
Mathematics, and Physical Science at FTU. While the comparatively high

percentage'of students failing to attain 2.00 averages in these majors may

be more related to the difficulty of the majors than to any prob]em related

to articulation, it is recommended that the universities involved study
this problem more fully to determine what factors seen to be operating.

As was indicated in previous studiee, low correlations were found for
grade point averages attained in the various universities and the transfer

students’ Florida Twelfth Grade Test scores. This confirms that-the policy




. T

) P
\'of admitting transfer students without regard to test scores on completion

of their associate degree is academ1ca11y sound. Should it be necessary
- to implement procedures to conform to enroliment quotas% it will be necessary
* to use other criteria. |

The Floride Board of Regents'Student.Data Course File was estabiished
as a part(of a management 1nformation system for use by the Division of
Universities. The use of the Florida Board of Regents Student Data CourSe ,
File as a source of data for a feedback system to Florida community colleges
“can proyide very useful data not only to the'community colleges but also
to the Division of Universities, the'Division of Community Colleges,.Ehd to
the unjversities themse]ves. However, some ef the data elements are presently
inaccurﬁte due %o readmission procedures in the:upiversities. Specifically,
some vefy important information is being lost through the readmission
process{s. This problem wes manifested to the greatest extent 1n'information-
on transfer students who were in post-baccalaureate programs. Therefore, \g
it s recommendedathet each university examine its procedure for collecting
data required for the Student Data Tourse File in order to insure that
accurate and complete data are reported. ‘

Finally, it is recommended that the Division of Community Colleges
confinue the reporting of these data to the conmunizzgeolleges. These
reports sﬁpuld be examined to determine possible articulation problems,
and where‘thesé problems exist,'ueiversities and community colleges should
Qprk together to solve them. The student is the focal ‘point of the
problem but should not suffer from policies that aretiot his personal

responsibilities. " J
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TRANSFER STUDENTS AT FLORIDA A & M UNIVERSITY
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TRANSFER STUDENTS AT FLORIDA A & M UNIVERSITY

About 100 transfer students entered Florida A & M University in
September 1973 Many of them came from universities 1n and out of Ftorida

Others came from pub]ic-aunior co]]eges in Florida before and after re- . .

ceiv{ng'the AA degree By and large. attrition took its toll during the
.year However. the records yielded 50 transfers from public junior
colleges in Florida who survived the first three,quarters of the 1973-74
term,a§ quniors. These persons became the subjects of this study, which
was concerned with how. well they faired academically at FAWU. R
oo The small number included in the samp1e raisestthe tonventional’ |
questions about the validity of results for subgroups in a study of this
. kind. ' However, from just a casual giance, in many instancés, the resuits
frequently appear to have facelvalidity; therefore, they are often fairly
suggestive of what would be obtained if.the subgroups were desirably larger.

Table A-1 discloses the junior college of origin and sex of .the transfers.
i | ‘

| It may be seen in Table Afl that 27 (54%) of the transfers were
| female and 23 (46%) were male. It is to be noted, too, that there were

no subjecés in this class from six of the 27 junior colleges. The six
‘colleges are Daytona Beach, Lake-gumter. Hanatee. Okaloosa-Walton, South

Florida, and St. Johns River. Thus, based on survival for three-quarters,
vthe-index of attrac%i*g for all of the public junior colleges was 1.8

students per co]lege It was 2.4 for each of the co11eges sending transfers

to FAMU,

: (’\\

45 .
43




&

< TABLE A-1

S DISTRIBUTION OF FAMU'S STATE 1973- 74 AA TRANSFERS,
: . BASED ON JUNIOR COLLEGE ORIGIN AND SEX ,

. fefale  Wale ——— Tofal .
Junior College No. Percent  No.  Percent . No. . Perceént
Brevard » 2 100 2 100

- Broward : 2 100 2 100
Central F10r1da 2 67 1 33 3 100
Chipola 1 25 3 . 75, 4 100
Edison - 2 100 2 100

. Florida Junior 3 75 R 25 4 100
‘Florida Keys 1 100 1 100
Gulf Coast 3 . 100 3 100 .
Hi11sborough . 2 - 100 2 1000 .
Indian River 2 40 3 60 5 100
Lake City , : 1+ 100 1+ 100
Miami~Dade 4 80 1 20, 5 100
North Florida 1 100 1 100
Palm Beach 1 - 100 . 1 100
Pensacola 1 50. 1 50 2 100
Polk Community 2 67 1 33 3 100
St. Petersburg 1 100 1 100
Santa Fe 1 100 1 100
Seminole ot 2 100 2 100 -
Tallahassee 3 100 ' 3 100
Valencia 2 100 2 100
Summary 27 54 23 46 50 100

. —
“' Onie of the primary concerns of the entire investigation 1s the

degree of success students experience once they transfer to the univgr-
sities. Traditionally, that'oufpome has, Qgen measured mainly by overall
grades. The mean GPA's earned during the junior college year -as female

and male subgroups may be seen in Table A<2.

4:’7 ‘»
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TABLE A-2 | g
DISTRIBUTION OF FAMU'S STATE 1973-74 AA TRANSFERS
BASED ON SEX AND GPA

Sex , Number ~ * Percent Mean GPA
Female B B 54 2.42
Male 2 %6 (2

Summary 50 100 2.52

- From Table A-2, -it may be observed that the female subjects had a mean
ol . . .
GPA of 2.42 and the male subjects, one of 2.62. The performance of neither
group appeared to have suffered very much from the expected transfer shock.

However, this phenomenon might have been indicated in a quarter-by-quarter

analysis of grades. Table A-3 presents GPA frequencies by. interval.

 TABLE A-3,
DISTRIBUTION OF FAMU'S STATE 1973-74 AA TRANSFERS,

BASED ON GRADE-POINT‘AVERAGES AND HOURS EARNED AT FAMU
Grade-Point Average . Number Percent Mean Hours
3.50 - 3.99 4 8 44
3.00 - 3.49 N 9 18 47
2.50 - 2.99 10 20 49
2.00 - 2.49 ' 17 - 34 a4
0.00 - 1.99 10 .20 44 -
Summary ! 50 100 46

\
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As may be seen in Table A-3, the modal GPA for the group is between

200 - 2.49. However, _ten students made GPA's between 0. 00 - 1.99. - The
" highest GPA earned by a subJect was, 3.88, a ‘male, and the Towest GPA earned
was 1.28, a female. ‘

The average number of credit hours carrled by the subjects was 46
However, it is to be noted that the 10 (20;3 of those making less than a
2.00 average carried the same number of hours as the 13 (26%) of the sub-
jects’earning at least.a 3.00 arerage. The 1argest number of hours earned

" was 57: by a female, and the Towest number of hours earned was 30, by a.male.

Yet another vtew of the academic eopingﬁof'transfer students is in ‘

~ terms of junior co]lege of orig1n _An analysis of the GPA performance of

the transfers, based on college of orwgin, is presented 1n Table A-4.

According to Table A-4, all but two of the 21 junior college subgroups

represented made at least a 2.00 point average. However/ there was just one
transfer in the Florida&Keys subgroup who earned a GPA Qf 1.91. There were

five in the Miami-Dade subgroup who earned a GPA of 1.80.
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| TABLE, A-4
- DISTRIBUTION OF FAMU'S STATE 1973-74 AA TRANSFERS,
/ . we ON JUNTOR COLLEGE: ORIGIN: AND GPA

a

~ Junior College, Number Percent ' Mean GPA

Brevard-

_Broward -

" Central Florﬁda
- Chipola

Edison -

KLY Y. WO
w\l:hwlo
2O~ O M

~ Florida Junior
Florida Keys
Gulf Coast
Hillsborough =~
Indian River

Lake City
Miami-Dade {
North Florida '
Palm Beach

. Pensaola

-
T = ) OO W N N WO WO =

L, OUINDW =8 NRWNN
H OB SOMNON OO

-
~N

(o= N I~ O N &=

-

Polk Community
, St. Petersburg
\\, Santa Fe

Seminolg

Tallahassee

~ WO, rw

N W N = =d W N = = (7 =
[=2) NAO WO

E~

~ Valencia

(3, ]
o
[N
[44]
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" SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS L _
This was a limited study of 50 transfer students entering Florida , -
A & M University in September 1973, frbm 2] public junior colleges in ) | :
Florida. Twenty-seven (54%) of the subjects were female. Twenty-three
(46%) were male. The GPA for all subjects was 2.52 during their junior
,year at FAMue Therefore, based on GPA,.it appears that the performance
of these students did not.suffer the traditional transfer shock when junior
“college students move on to universities. K\\ - ' |

The sex ratio of the transfers is to be noted. Being a-land grant
institution, FAMU probably should have more appeal to male prospects.]

This could  be é problem of guidance, as is the fact that not more junior
college graduates are entering FAMU.C/9£/E?urse, the number of blacks
entering any of the universities in the futurd is likely to be quite 1imited
until and unless they are served more effectively, careerwise, by elementary ’
and secondary'SChools and the junior colleges, generai]y.

‘Blacks; for example, constitute about 15 percent of the college age
youth in Florida. Even £L, only about 11,503 or 9.3 percent of the public
Jue}or college enroliment in Fall 1973, were blacks. Only 7,§52 or 8.5 percent
of - the State University System were non-weites. This number included the

4,017 students at Florida A & M University.2 '

]Department of Education, Division of Community Colleges, Tallahassee,

Florida, "Articulation Study Report 1973." - ' ‘ .
According to this study, 66% of transfers entering the University of , '
Florida, Fall 1971, were male and 34% were female. (UF is a predominately .
white land-grant institution in Florida.) Sixty-four percent.of the trars-

fers entering the other institutions of the SUS in 1971, were male and 36%

were female. pp.8.

2Board of Regents, "A Plan for Equalizing Educational Opportunity in the
State University System of Florida," June 5, 1973, (mimeographed).
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Anticipatory and realistic guidance services commensurate with the

diversity, size, and complexity of the task of preparatibn for college will
be needed for those with thiﬁoaspiration. Until current standards of ﬁdmission
and aéhievement are changed, blacks should recognize that career education for
them requires the same kind ofyiong;range. meticulous prepardtion for college
as it does for those who become clerks, key punch operators, secfétafjes,
mechanics, etcia'More specifically and prob;blx for the first time they will -
have to be ser§é& by much more relevant guidance systems of (1) early
»égdentificétion.'(é) mastering deéelopmenta] task;. 13) motivation, (4)
ififormation, and (5) financial aid. ‘

&
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- ACADEMIC SUCCESS OF STUDENTS OF COMMUNITY: COLLEGE ORIGIN
5 - IN POST-BACCALAUREATE STUDIES

Table B-1 presents«information on post-baccalaureate Students of
’commun1ty co]]ege or1g1n as 1nd1cated by the data base." | , |
| However, these. data were not considered as representat1ve of some
uniVersit1es as they lose tnese k1nds of data in their‘readm1ss1on process.
‘ However, some univers1t1es do reta1n co]1ege of origin data through re-
,adm1551ons and some 1nferences can be made.

- The tab]e shows enrollment by sex for each un1vers1ty by number
(count), percentage SuUS ma]es and females (ROH PCT S), percentage male and
percentage female for un1versity (COL PCT S) and percentage of the SusS tota]
(1o PCT). - “

In 1973 799. students og)commun1ty co]lege or1g1n,were reported in
post-bacea]a 'eate programs jn F]or1da unive s1t1es.. Th1s was an 1ncrease
-of 102 students sfnce 1971. Male students domprised~65.2% of this 799. THe
,Unirersity of Florida had the hignest percentage_(35.5%) of the 278 female -
- total as well as the highest percentage of the SUS total. |

. Table B-2 shows GPA-s atta1ned in each un1vers1ty of post- bacca]aureate
students of community college origin. 7 : S _ )

Attainment,of 3.00 GPA is necessary to maintain academic good stand-
ing in graduate schools. The percentage of students with 3.00 or higher o

IR . &
GPA's was 67.4, a 8.6% decrease since Fall 1971. ° -

.
However, as shown in Table B-1, these data do not include all students
of comunity college origin. Students whoiinterrupted their education, perhaps

after completion of their baccalayreate degree, are not included for some

-

universities. .
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TABLE B-1
| CLASSIFICNEKIICE'POST“BAOCALAURENTE STUDENTS OF COMMINITY COLLEGE ORIGIN BY SEX
. . AND SENTOR INSTTTUTION
, . . - < .
SEX . UF FSU " USF -FAU FTU UWF  FIU  UNF  SUS
© MALE COUNT 227 6 22 165 12 126 15 , 8 52 -
ROW PCT  43.7 1.2 42 202 " 2.3 242 2.9 1.5
cOL PCT 80.2 85.7 43.1 53.0 60.0 63.0 '55.6_ 61.5 - -
ToT pcT 28.4 0.& 2.8 13.1 1.5 158 1.9 1.0 65,2
FEMALE  COUNT . 56 1 29 93 8 7h 12 5 278
ROW PCT  20.1 0.4 10.b 33,5 2.9 .26.6 4.3 1.8 |
cOL PCT 19.8 14.3 56.9 47.0 _40.0 37,0 4h.h 38.5.
TOT PCT 7.0 - 0.1, 3.6 11.6 1.0 9.3 1.5 0.6 30.8
COLUMN 283 ° 7 51 198° 20 200 27 13 799
2:5 25.0 3.4 - 1.6 100.0

TOTAL 35.4 0.9 6.4 24.8




Sus

FTU UWF FIU UNF

| | " TABLE B-2 . : o
CLASSIFICATION OF POST-BACCALAUREATE STUDENTS OF COMMUNITY COLLEGE ORIGIN BY
FAU

GRADE POINT AVERAGE AND SENIOR INSTITUTION
USF

FSU
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Row PCT
Col PCT
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" GPA *
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36.8

* No cases were found in the .50 to .99 category.
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: TABLE B-3 _ ‘
CLASSIFICATION OF~POST-BACCALAUREATE STUDENTS OF COMMUNITY COLLEGE ORIGIN BY COMMUNITY COLLEGE OF ORIGIN AND

| ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

=

SENIOR INSTITUTION

TOTAL

SUS

FIU

FAU

USF

FSU

UF

*

-~

N

COLLEGE

3.0

24
87

0.0
0.0
0.0

0.0
2.3
0.0

4,2
0.0
0.0

12.5 29,2

0.0
4.6
0.0

0.0

0
1
0

13 54.2
21 24.1

BRE CC

BRO CC

CFCC

1.1

66.7
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There may be some bias in these data even when taken as a sampLé.
Obviously, reporting by the universities should be more ccmplete in order’
to enhance the usefulness of these data. Perhaps the bgst use of these

data, if not the only valid use, .is for demonstrating/the weakness in the

-~

data system. L —
L Table B-3 shows post-baccalaureate transfer students' community

co]]eges of origin and senior 1nst1tutions
of the 799 post- baccalaureate students in the SUS, 20.5% attended
Miami-Dade Community College. Pensacola Junior College was attended by

14.3% and Broward Communjty College by 10.9%. Eight community colleges

were listed as each providing less than 1% of the post-baccalaureate students.

UF had post-baccalaureate students representing 25 of the 27 community

“colleges. In contrast, FIU and UNF each had post-baccalaureate students from

only 3 dbmmunity colleges.

Table B-4 indicates. the number and percentage of post- bacca]aureate

students of community college origin enrolled in each major for each of theg*

universities. It can be observed that UF hac the largest percentage of
’ /

such students in Social Science, Education, and Engineering in that order.

The rest of the students at UF enrolled in a very broad spectrum of programs.

Education received the majority of post-baccalaureate students at_USF, FAU, FTU,

and UWF. At FIU and UNF, the post-baccalaureate students were fairly evenly

divided between Business and Education. While UF had the widest .distribution

of post-baccalaureate students, USF, FAU, and UWF had students in 8 or 9 majors

each.

In summary, post-baccalaureate students of community college origin were

found to have enrolled in a wide variety of programs. . UNIVERSITY OF CALIF.

LOS ANGELES

61 JAN 30 1976
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